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The LUCC Constitutional Reform 
Package, which was voted on during 
10th week and finals week of winter 
term, passed with an overwhelming 
majority.
A complete summary and results 
can be found on the LUCC bulletin 
board in the Union.
Listed below are some changes:
Article II now allows the council to 
remove an inactive representative by 
unanimous roll call vote. Previously 
the council had to endure represen-
tatives who neglected their duties 
but cannot be replaced because they 
did not resign and there was no 
petition forthcoming from their con-
stituency. “Unanimous roll call vote” 
assures that the provision cannot be 
used frivolously.
Article III reorients the cabinet to 
create a new public-relations sec-
retary. This position will act as a 
liaison between LUCC and the stu-
dent body, and furthers our efforts 
toward transparency and disclosure.
Please let us know if we can 
do anything for you (lucc@lawrence.
edu).
—Cabinet 2009-2010
Madhuri Vijay and Anna Hainze, 
both ‘09, will spend next year travel-
ing and learning abroad. Vijay has 
been awarded a Thomas J. Watson 
Fellowship and Hainze has been 
granted a Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistantship.
The Watson Fellowship was start-
ed in 1968 in memory of Thomas J. 
Watson, Sr., the founder of IBM, and 
his wife in recognition of their inter-
est in education and world affairs. 
The program gives college graduates 
the opportunity to travel outside the 
US or their home countries for one 
year while pursuing study that is 
self-created, executed and evaluated. 
During their year of travel, fellows 
are not allowed to return to either 
the U.S. or their home countries. 
This year, the Watson Fellowship 
has awarded $25,000 each to 40 
students from colleges across the 
country.
Vijay will use her Watson 
Fellowship to travel to four coun-
tries: Fiji, Malaysia, South Africa and 
Tanzania. Hailing from India, Vijay 
is interested in large Indian dias-
pora populations in each of these 
countries. She intends to spend the 
year learning and writing nonfic-
tion short stories about Indians who 
have either moved or been displaced 
to these countries. Vijay says, “As 
an Indian who lives in a different 
country, I’m very interested in those 
stories of displacement and bicultur-
alism and bi-nationalism.”
The idea for Vijay’s project grew 
out of discussions she had with 
other students and faculty members. 
Originally applying on a whim, the 
application became a discovery pro-
cess for Vijay as she realized how 
important the project was to her, as 
well as to the literary scene. “There 
is a gap in writing. There are lots 
of stories about Indians in the U.K. 
and lots of stories about Indians in 
America, but Indians are all over the 
world and I thought it was an impor-
tant thing to write about,” Vijay 
said.
While her travel plans are not 
finalized, Vijay intends to spend 
three months in each country, start-
ing in Fiji, moving on to Malaysia, 
hopefully living in Kuala Lumpur, 
then going to South Africa and fin-
ishing the year in Tanzania. Vijay 
hopes to live with Indian families 
throughout the year and get in touch 
with Indians from different walks 
of life through cultural centers and 
literary scenes.
Meanwhile, Hainze will be on 
the other side of the globe teaching 
English in Venzuela. The Fulbright 
Program is an international educa-
tional exchange program sponsored 
by the U.S. government in an effort 
to increase understanding among 
people from different countries. The 
program offers students opportu-
nities to travel, teach and study 
while contributing to solving inter-
national concerns. Established in 
1946 by Senator J. William Fulbright 
of Arkansas, the program awards 
nearly 7,500 grants every year and 
operates in 155 different countries.
While Hainze has not been 
placed yet, the Fulbright program 
will send her to one of three cit-
ies in Venezuela: Caracas, Mérida 
or Maracaibo, where she will teach 
English to high-school-aged stu-
dents, while also doing research on 
race relations in the country.
Hainze was interested in apply-
ing for the program because of her 
background in tutoring. She is cur-
rently the head content tutor for the 
CTL and has also had experience in 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 
tutoring. Hainze has volunteered at 
an after-school program at the Bruce 
Guadalupe School in her hometown 
of Milwaukee, which serves as a 
mentoring and tutoring program for 
the large population of children of 
Hispanic immigrants in the area.
Hainze says she is excited and 
nervous for the opportunity. She is 
particularly excited about the hands-
on aspect of having her own class-
room of students, as well as working 
with the embassy. She also says she 
is a little nervous about living in a 
dangerous country, yet is looking 
forward to taking on the role of “cul-
tural ambassador.”
“It’ll be an excellent opportunity 
to slowly break down a few stereo-
types while I can with the few people 
I’ll come in contact with,” Hainze 
said.
Dorothy Wickens
Former Editor-in-Chief
Vijay and Hainze win Watson Fellowship and Fulbright
Photos by Susanna Valleau
Madhuri Vijay (left) and Anna Hainze (right).
LUCC passes constitutional 
reform package
VERMONT and IOWA — Recently, 
same-sex marriage was legalized in 
these two states. Iowa’s Supreme 
Court nullified a 1998 gay marriage 
ban after six Iowa same-sex couples 
filed suit against the ban in 2005. 
The Vermont Legislature overrode 
Governor Jim Douglas’ veto of a 
bill which allows same-sex couples 
to marry. Vermont and Iowa join 
Conneticut and Massachusetts in 
allowing equal marriage rights.
—www.newyorktimes.com
TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s President 
Ahmadinejad said he was receptive 
to improving relations between Iran 
and the U.S. if American policy is 
“honest.” In a statement last month, 
President Obama expressed inter-
est in reviving positive interactions 
between the two countries. Ties 
between Iran and the U.S. were 
severed in 1979 after an attack, in 
which diplomats were taken hos-
tage, on the American Embassy in 
Tehran.  
-www.newyorktimes.com
In Other News...
Jon Stewart welcomed Tom 
Zoellner to “The Daily Show” 
Thursday, April 2. Zoellner talked 
about his new book “Uranium: War, 
Energy, and the Rock That Shaped 
the World.” After being on the show, 
Zoellner said, “It was a wonderful 
experience. I am grateful for it.”
“Uranium” explores the 
role of earth’s strongest element 
in the nuclear programs of Iran, 
Iraq, Pakistan, Israel, America and 
Germany under Hitler.
““Uranium” is a riveting journey 
to the heart of this eerie mineral, 
taking us from slave camps in Africa, 
to desert mesas, war councils, smug-
glers’ routes, doomsday cults, jungle 
mines and secret enrichment plants 
over five continents in a narrative 
that is equal parts history, inves-
tigative journalism and nonfiction 
thriller,” says Zoellner’s Web site.
Stewart comically related 
Zoellner’s book to current global 
issues, drawing on uranium’s nuclear 
capabilities and its use in cancer 
treatments. Stewart described this as 
a “yin and yang relationship.” Stewart 
commented on America’s rush to uti-
lize the mineral for destruction and 
killing and only a delayed, and still 
significantly lesser use for cancer 
treatments. 
“What is wrong with us?” asked 
Stewart.
When asked “why rocks?” Zoellner 
expressed interest in uncovering the 
hidden story behind diamonds and 
uranium. For diamonds it’s “the hid-
den story involved in the mining and 
polishing and the marketing and the 
selling of what is nothing more than 
a piece of carbon ... and inherently 
worthless substance that is none the 
less a $53 billion economy interna-
tionally.”
On uranium, Zoellner said it’s 
“the hidden story about this mineral 
which, unlike diamonds, has a tre-
mendously powerful thing going on 
inside of it which has done so much 
to shape the world we live in.”
Previously, Zoellner explored 
the world of diamonds, from min-
ing to smuggling, in his book “The 
Heartless Stone,” and also wrote 
“Homemade Biography,” a guide to 
collecting, recording and preserving 
oral history.
Zoellner also contributed to 
the New York Times bestseller “An 
Ordinary Man,” co-authored with 
Paul Rusesabagina, which tells the 
story of Rusesabagina’s experienc-
es during the Rwandan genocide 
in 1994. Those experiences provid-
ed the inspiration behind the film 
“Hotel Rwanda.”
Zoellner is originally from 
Arizona. He received his undergradu-
ate degree in history and English from 
Lawrence in 1991. After Lawrence, he 
worked briefly herding sheep in the 
Colorado Mountains. He was also 
a reporter for the San Francisco 
LU grad writes on uranium, guests on Daily Show
Carolyn Schultz
Managing Editor
See Uranium on page 2
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Chronicle and a contributing 
editor for Men’s Health maga-
zine.
Looking back on his time at 
Lawrence, Zoellner wishes he 
had majored in geology based 
on the direction his books have 
taken him. He is most proud 
of his time as editor in chief 
of The Lawrentian his senior 
year.
“When you go to Lawrence 
University, you have this really 
amazing opportunity to run 
free with your imagination; the 
liberal arts gives you a lot of 
freedom to pursue what makes 
you passionate, and I think 
that’s one of the highest goals 
in life,” said Zoellner.
He continued, “That’s 
why LU was a wonderful 
place to go to school, because 
there weren’t walls around the 
disciplines; there is a refresh-
ing lack of concern about how 
the education translates into a 
career.” Looking back, Zoellner 
found that every minute he 
spent worrying about life after 
graduation was a wasted min-
ute.
Zoellner is currently fin-
ishing his master’s degree at 
Dartmouth College and explor-
ing topics for a new book. ‘I 
might move on from rocks,” 
he said.
Uranium
continued from page 1
Starting next fall, Bon Appétit, 
a sustainable food service, will pro-
vide dining services on campus. Bon 
Appétit is a restaurant company 
that provides catering services to 
corporations, cultural institutions 
and colleges and universities such 
as Carleton College and Macalaster 
College.
Greg Griffin, chair of the evalu-
ation committee for the selection of 
new dining services, spoke highly of 
Bon Appétit.” [Bon Appétit’s goals] 
most closely aligned with what the 
Lawrence community desired in cam-
pus dining in the new Warch Campus 
Center,” Griffin said.
The evaluation committee want-
ed to secure sustainable and enjoy-
able options for on-campus dining. 
It considered several companies, 
including A’viands, Food Services 
Inc. and Sodexo.
“Bon Appétit also proposed a 
stronger relationship with SLUG, a 
greater commitment to local sourc-
ing of food, and had the best com-
mitment to sustainable dining prac-
tices,” Griffin said.
The menu for Bon Appétit will 
include fresh foods and ingredients, 
meaning no frozen or prepared 
foods.
“The menus will be based on sea-
sonality and availability of regional 
fresh products,” Griffin said.
Additionally, the turkey breast 
and chicken used will be produced 
without the use of antibiotics, and the 
hamburgers will be made with fresh 
ground chuck from cattle raised on 
vegetarian hormone-free feed. The 
milk will be free of antibiotics and 
artificial bovine growth hormones. 
There will be ample vegetarian and 
vegan options as well.
Bon Appétit will accept student 
suggestions regarding the menu. 
According to Griffin, almost all of 
the food will be made in front of the 
students, so they can make sugges-
tions to the chefs.
Other committees, including the 
student welfare committee and SLUG 
helped make the decision. According 
to spokespersons from these com-
mittees, they support Bon Appétit as 
the choice for Lawrence University 
food service and say other universi-
ties have received high ratings for 
Bon Appétit’s services.
“Bon Appétit will serve all din-
ing facilities including the cafe, the 
coffee shop, the convenience store 
— called the C-store — catering and 
vending, as well as the all-you-can-
eat dining hall,” Griffin said.
Several changes will be made 
next year as a result of the new 
dining service provider, including a 
rehiring process for dining service 
staff.
“Bon Appétit is committed to 
retaining 100 percent of the hourly 
staff in some capacity,” Griffin said. 
“The combination of a new facility, 
expanded hours, and a whole new 
way of preparing and serving food 
has long meant that actual jobs will 
change. There will be some new 
hires; Bon Appétit expects to need a 
larger workforce than we currently 
have in place.”
Other changes to dining servic-
es include hours and pricing. Bon 
Appétit plans to provide food from 
7:30 a.m. until 1:30 a.m. seven days 
a week, with a 10 a.m. opening 
Saturdays and Sundays. All four out-
lets will be open seven days a week 
with full professional staffing.
The price for the meal plan for 
2009-2010 will be $1,240 per term; 
the current meal plan cost $1,151. 
“Students will have a choice and 
expanded flexibility,” Griffin said. 
“All meal plan options allow you to 
roll over missed meals or unused 
dining money to the next term.”
According to Steve Flynn of the 
student welfare committee, the new 
meal plan will be more expensive 
but will also be more flexible for 
students.
“The choice you have is how you 
allocate your dining dollars,” Flynn 
said.
More information about Bon Appétit 
can be found on the company’s Web 
site at http://www.bamco.com/.
Bon appétit offers sustainable dining for Lawrence
Lindsey ahlen
Staff  writer
In a recent e-mail to students, 
Lawrence registrar Anne Norman 
announced a number of changes to 
the course registration process for 
next year. The changes, which alter 
rules for overloading and waitlisting 
classes, are a response to student 
abuse of the registration process 
that has led to administrative 
problems for faculty and registra-
tion difficulties for students, she 
said.
According to Norman, the 
changes to the registration pro-
cess need to be made because 
an epidemic of student over-reg-
istration has led to false student 
counts in particular classes. In 
the extreme, “one student had 
registered for 78 units in the 
term. Another student had taken 
a seat in every section of a class, 
in every term that it was offered,” 
said Norman.
“The problem has been devel-
oping for a fairly long time, and 
lately it’s been growing more 
quickly” said Norman. “The 
Lawrence student body grew 
quickly ... [and] it had been dif-
ficult for students to find classes. 
That fear became ingrained in the 
student culture, though the prob-
lem no longer exists.”
Norman added that the 
problem developed largely as a 
result of the switch to computer 
course registration, a change that 
removed a number of controls advi-
sors had exerted on student registra-
tion in the past.
To prevent students from abus-
ing the system, Norman said, in 
many cases, it was necessary only 
to enforce rules that already existed. 
Whereas before Voyager would allow 
over-registration without proper 
approval, now students will have 
to seek advisor approval before 
overloading, as originally intended. 
Norman characterized this change as 
“encouraging conversations between 
students and advisors that haven’t 
been taking place.”
Under the new procedure, stu-
dents will be able to register for only 
23 units per term during advance 
registration. Waitlisting will be 
allowed only one term in advance, 
and overloading will not be allowed 
before the beginning of the term and 
will require advisor approval.
These changes were approved 
by the faculty after a long period of 
consideration by the faculty commit-
tee on instruction. The committee, 
chaired by Associate Dean of the 
Faculty Nancy Wall, consisted of a 
number of faculty members in addi-
tion to two student representatives, 
seniors Robert Furlong and James 
Duncan-Welke.
Furlong, who participated in 
many of the discussions about the 
changes that took place first term, 
said that he felt the statistics on 
the impact of over-registration were 
compelling.
“The changes, from my perspec-
tive as a student, seemed logical 
and fair to the rest of the students,” 
Furlong said. Furlong described the 
changes as “administrative” and said 
that they “won’t affect your learn-
ing.”
Wall explained the effect of over-
registration on faculty. She said that 
often “extra class sections would be 
opened up and adjunct faculty mem-
bers would be hired, only for half of 
the students not to show up on the 
first day of classes, making these 
faculty unneeded. This is a waste of 
our resources.”
Norman, Furlong and Wall were 
all quick to point out that no par-
ticular group of students was singled 
out to be negatively impacted by the 
changes and that the decision-mak-
ing process was open to criticism 
from faculty and students.
According to Wall, Conservatory 
students, who must often overload, 
will remain fairly unaffected by the 
changes. Because Con students reg-
ister for their ensemble and private 
lesson units during the beginning 
of the term, they will be allowed to 
continue as before.
Among Norman, Furlong and 
Wall, there was a consensus that 
students will be able to get all of 
the classes they need with a little bit 
of planning ahead. Norman added 
that students benefit from having 
a backup plan, but jokingly said 
that students will no longer need to 
“over-interpret and take this advice 
to an extreme” during the registra-
tion process.
registrar, faculty enforce and 
revamp registration policies
Michael Schreiber
Copy Chief
Tuesday, April 7, Wisconsin held its spring general elections for supreme 
court and state superintendent of public instruction. Tony Evers won the 
election for superintendent of public instruction, against Rose Fernandez. 
Shirley Abrahamson was re-elected as supreme court justice by a 59-per-
cent to 41-percent margin in a race against Randy Koschnick.
Wisconsin Election results
Ten new hybrid bikes from Trek are now available for use by Lawrence 
students. The bikes are of all different frame sizes. Hybrids have wheels 
thinner than a mountain bike, but wider than a road bike. To rent a bike, 
students can use their Lawrence ID at the Info Desk. The Class of 1965 
grant provided funding for the bikes.
LU Bikes
10 College avenue, Suite 112a
City Center Plaza
www.kindredspirits-
organics.com
Local products — Organic 
food — Flowers
Fair trade chocolates and teas
Free classes — check out our 
website!
HELP THE ENV IRONMENT
Recycle this newspapeR!
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Ken Curtis, professor of history 
at California State University Long 
Beach, visited the Lawrence campus 
Thursday, April 2, to give a talk titled 
“Voyages in World History: Framing 
Big Questions Through Travelers’ 
Tales.” The talk was based on Curtis’ 
experience teaching world history 
and on his recent book “Voyages 
in World History.” The presenta-
tion was sponsored by the history 
department.
Curtis was not new to the 
Lawrence campus, however. A 1980 
Lawrence graduate, Curtis received 
his doctorate from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison several years 
later with a specialization in African 
history. After receiving his doctor-
ate, Curtis was invited to teach for a 
few years at Lawrence. It was during 
his time at his alma mater that he 
had his first exposure to what later 
became the focus of his career — 
world history. After Lawrence, Curtis 
took a job teaching at California 
State University Long Beach.
In his talk, Curtis spoke of his 
work as a professor of world his-
tory and the unique challenges that 
presents. The history of the world, it 
turns out, is big. Really big. One of 
the greatest challenges in teaching 
world history, then, becomes the 
sheer amount of material that needs 
to be presented. Because of this vol-
ume, teachers of world history often 
find themselves resorting to reduc-
tionist tactics. History becomes the 
interplay of vast “isms” — impe-
rialism, com-
munism and the 
like. Students and 
professors alike, 
Curtis says, find 
such an approach 
difficult to relate 
to.
In an effort to 
make the material 
more accessible 
and more human, 
Curtis has come 
to advocate an 
approach that uses 
the stories and 
memoirs of indi-
viduals through-
out history as 
access point to the 
essential larger 
concepts. Often 
these personal-
ized stories take 
the form of travel 
narratives, though 
not exclusively.
One such per-
sonage was Catalina de Erauso. 
Born in the Basque region of Spain, 
Catalina de Erauso masqueraded as a 
man in the Spanish army during the 
Spanish colonization of South and 
Central America. Towards the end 
of her life, de Erauso was exposed 
as a woman and relocated to a con-
vent. Her autobiography is widely 
read to this day. As Curtis points 
out, de Erauso’s life can be used as 
a starting point to discuss several 
important concepts in world history, 
such as colonialism and women’s 
issues. De Erauso’s account of the 
relationship between the Spanish 
colonists and the indigenous peo-
ples of America is especially useful 
for discussing European expansion-
ism. Curtis uses these personag-
es throughout time, such as the 
Russian thinker Aleksandr Herzen 
and Nelson Mandela, to make his 
larger points.
Curtis’ points are especially rel-
evant in an academic world where 
the teaching of world history is 
delegated to junior professors and 
rarely considered a serious academic 
discipline.
Voyages in world history with Ken Curtis 
andy olson
for The Lawrentian
It is Jan. 20, 2009. Imagine 
an auditorium with 150 elemen-
tary-aged children clapping and 
cheering as they witness a racial 
milestone in American history: the 
inauguration of our first African-
American president.
This is exactly what one 
of your fellow students saw at 
Franklin Elementary. An image like 
this makes it easy to envision the 
end of racial discrimination and 
hatred in our country; unfortu-
nately, it isn’t that simple. What 
about the thousands, maybe even 
millions of Americans who voted 
against Obama purely because he 
was a man of color? Is racism still 
a problem in our post-Obama-elec-
tion society?
Many would argue the prob-
lem no longer exists. But after 
interviewing 66 Appleton students 
and 13 Lawrence students of mul-
tiple racial backgrounds, the gen-
eral consensus is that racism is 
definitely still a problem.
We asked our participants to 
define racism without consult-
ing a dictionary and most of the 
responses followed the same pat-
terns; the terms “hatred,” “dis-
crimination,” “different” and “skin 
color” were the most commonly 
used. Our participants apparently 
know what they’re talking about; 
Random House Dictionary defines 
racism as “hatred or intolerance of 
another race or races.”
But why all the hatred? Why 
the fear of someone different from 
yourself? Are we all really that 
different?
When most of us think of 
racism, we think of people of 
color being the oppressed group. 
However, based on our results, 
we learned that this is not always 
the case. Of all the white students 
interviewed, over 27 percent of 
them have been made fun of or 
left out because of their race. From 
the other end of the spectrum, one 
would think that everyone of color 
has been made fun of at one point 
or another, but that also proved 
false. Not even half of our non-
white participants reported ever 
being made fun of because of 
their race. Even more surprisingly, 
the percentage of students who 
reported making fun of someone 
else because of their race was 
almost exactly the same between 
white students and students of 
color.
What’s the point, then? Racism 
is not predictable. It knows no 
gender or color. It just is.
So what exactly can be done to 
combat this continuing problem? 
Many agree it will not be easy and 
some even commented that they 
don’t think it’s possible. Several 
responses suggested some form of 
education or integration. One 12-
year-old student suggested laws 
against racism and fines or jail 
time for those who are racist. A 
high school student simply stated, 
“Stop it!” while another said we 
just need to “love each other.” If 
only it could be that simple.
In the end, there is no real 
answer to the problem of racism. 
The best suggestion anyone can 
follow, not only to remove racism 
from our society, but to remove 
any kind of hatred or negative 
acts would be, according to a West 
High School student, to follow the 
golden rule: “Treat everyone the 
way that you want to be treated.” 
Makes sense doesn’t it? Just think 
about it.
Love today... 
or  maybe tomorrow
Chelsea Biba
for The Lawrentian
Physicists of Fermilab’s CDF and 
DZero teams have presented statis-
tically significant evidence of the 
detection of single top quarks in the 
Tevatron proton/antiproton collider. 
Physicists used Fermilab’s Tevatron 
accelerator to discover the top quark 
in 1995. This quark was the last to 
be discovered of those predicted to 
exist by the standard model of quan-
tum mechanics and had only ever 
been observed in pairs.
The DZero and CDF teams used 
two different methods to analyze 
data from trillions of collision events 
produced by the Tevatron, which 
is currently operating at an ener-
gy of around 1.96 TeV, or 1,960 
billion electron volts per acceler-
ated particle. The statistical methods 
employed in this discovery will be 
very useful for future data analysis 
in the search for the Higgs boson, 
both in the Tevatron and the Large 
Hadron Collider at CERN.
The LHC has been shut down 
until at least October for repairs 
following the explosive release of 
helium from its cooling system. 
The explosion took place due to 
a faulty superconducting magnet, 
and it destroyed a lot of equipment 
when it took place last fall. So, the 
Tevatron remains the highest energy 
particle accelerator in operation and 
has a very good chance of finding 
the Higgs before the LHC.
A research team led by Laurent 
Gaudefroy of France’s Atomic Energy 
Commission has demonstrated that 
the nucleus of an isotope of sulfur, 
S-43, behaves in a very strange man-
ner. S-43 is unstable and decays 
after 280 ms. Using gamma ray and 
magnetic measurements, these sci-
entists found that the S-43 nucleus 
fluctuates between a spherical and 
a football-like shape. The spherical 
shape has a higher energy. This is an 
unexpected result from the interac-
tion of 16 protons and 27 neutrons 
in the S-43 nucleus and could great-
ly affect our understanding of the 
strong force.
A team of scientists at the 
University of Warwick and University 
of Exeter in Britain and Universidade 
Federal de São Carlos in Brazil 
led by Rudolf Roemer and Andrea 
Fischer recently published a paper in 
Physical Review Letters regarding a 
theoretical model to use a byproduct 
of the production of quantum dots 
to controllably ‘freeze’ and release 
light. A certain method of producing 
quantum dots sometimes results in 
ring structures instead of dots called 
Aharonov-Bohm Rings.
These scientists describe a meth-
od of using these ring structures and 
an electric field to capture photons 
and store them for any length of 
time as excitons, which can be trig-
gered to collapse and re-release the 
photons whenever desired by chang-
ing the electric field. An exciton is 
a bound quantum state in which an 
electron is excited to a higher energy 
by a photon and leaves a positive 
hole in an electric field. When the 
electron falls back into this hole it 
emits a photon.
This mechanism would allow for 
nanomaterials that would be capable 
of storing and re-emitting light in 
a controllable way. This is a major 
step in the direction of creating 
light-based computers, promising 
much faster speeds than current 
electronic computers.
Nicholas albertini
Staff  writer
In real science: a quantum of news
Photo courtesy of www.lawrence.edu
Curtis advocates "framing big questions through travelers' tales."
addressing race at Franklin Elementary
Don't walk
on the grass.
Main Hall
Green:
Good to see
you again.
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after the Bubble bursts: Up from Lawrence
Goat Cheese Stuffed Cherry 
tomatoes
This appetizer is fresh and colorful — per-
fect adjectives for spring. The flavors are 
simple and light, making it a refreshing 
appetizer that is both great on its own and 
can accompany heavier, richer fare. As an 
alternative to the goat cheese, you can finely 
cube Feta, drizzle it with olive oil, and 
stuff  the tomatoes with that, topping them 
with a fresh basil chiffonade.
Ingredients:
24 cherry tomatoes
6 oz goat cheese
1/4 cup heavy cream
Salt
Pepper
10 fresh basil leaves, finely 
chopped
1. Slice off  the tops of  the cherry 
tomatoes and scoop out seeds.
2. with electric mixer, beat the 
goat cheese until smooth.
3. Slowly add the heavy cream, 
salt and pepper, mixing until 
incorporated.
4. Mix on high until smooth, but 
holds its shape.
5. Using a spatula, fold in the 
basil. if  you add it using a mixer, 
there’s a risk of  the goat cheese 
turning green.
6. Fill a pastry or piping bag fit-
ted with a star tip with the goat 
cheese mixture. Pipe filling into 
tomatoes and serve.
Professor Todd Becker is 
Lawrence’s Distinguished Visiting 
Scarff Professor, visiting for Spring 
Term to teach a senior seminar titled 
“The United States and Europe in the 
21st Century.” The Scarff professor-
ship aims to take someone from pub-
lic life to teach here temporarily, and 
Becker certainly has an abundance 
of experience to share. Becker has 
worked for 43 years as a diplomat 
with various groups including the 
State Department, and most recent-
ly, with the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe.
Becker learned of the professor-
ship from one of his predecessors. 
“G. Jonathan Greenwald, from the 
American Foreign Service, retired 
and came here. He suggested that I 
may be interested, but at the time 
I was working for the OSCE and it 
didn’t fit into my schedule,” Becker 
said. This year though, he had just 
finished eight years of work in 
Croatia and the Ukraine and the tim-
ing was perfect. 
In Croatia and Kiev, Ukraine, 
Becker worked to establish systems 
of administrative law, civil society 
and “liberal democracy,” or the type 
of Western democracy we often 
take for granted. He has focused 
his efforts in Europe, primarily in 
Germany and the Balkans. “Becoming 
active in shaping the world was very 
appealing to me, and my major inter-
est has always been conflict resolu-
tion. I’ve always seen the work as a 
diplomat to be in facilitating com-
munication to resolve conflict, and 
that’s what I strived for,” he said.
Becker’s father worked as a 
diplomat and raised his family in 
Washington, D.C. After he graduated 
from high school, his father took a 
position in Germany where Becker 
studied for two years at a school for 
the children of diplomats. “I became 
very interested in European history 
because of my father’s work in the 
embassy where I got to know a lot 
of young diplomats,” Becker said. 
After this eye-opening experience, he 
spent two years at Carleton where he 
studied German. He went on to earn 
his master’s degree and doctorate at 
the University of Minnesota and to 
pass his foreign services exam.
Becker’s hobbies are varied, but 
archaeology and literature interest 
him very much. He strives to learn 
more about Native American sites, 
and his favorite books are new works 
about the founding fathers and 
the writings of American Southern 
women. When it comes to current 
media, Becker “really, really liked 
‘Slumdog Millionaire’” and wishes 
someone would make a movie of 
“The Life of Pi.” He enjoys the “Harry 
Potter” series because he says, “J.K. 
Rowling is very insightful into ado-
lescent behavior,” which Becker may 
have experience in, having raised five 
children and nine grandchildren.
“The United States and Europe 
in the 21st Century” showcases 
Becker’s knowledge in U.S.-European 
relations and focuses on the institu-
tions of Europe, influence of the U.S. 
and Russia. Its concentration is on 
the factors that underlie the relation-
ship and the changes and evolution 
that is occurring.
“I am really delighted to be here 
and have been interested in aca-
demia, as well as Lawrence, for a 
long time,” Becker said.
Lauren Mimms
Staff  writer
Chris McGeorge
Chef
From our 
kitchen to yours 
Photo courtesy of www.lawrence.edu
Secret lives  of our profs:
robert "Todd" Becker
Photo courtesy of  Chris McGeorge
The unemployment rate is now 
over eight percent and rising. The 
last time it got this high I wore a 
cap and gown across the stage and 
then went out to New York to look 
for a job. I’d written nine letters in 
advance of my train trip. Results: 
one interview, no job, and many 
mornings with the want ads in the 
paper. I found something part-time 
in about four weeks, and a good full-
time job about a month later.
This all on the strength of an 
English degree. Yes, people in those 
days joked about its worthlessness, 
as they do now, and I laughingly 
agreed, but I wanted to be an edi-
tor in the book publishing industry 
and English was apt preparation. My 
grandfather was astounded — he 
had recommended sales.
A few people in New York had 
heard of Lawrence — the ones who 
mattered, it seems. Many people 
had not, and their confusion always 
reduced them in my narrow mind, 
but I suppose the school is better 
known now. Some key words will 
help you travel far on the Lawrence 
passport: “same conference as 
Carlton and Lake Forest,” and “part 
of the Posse program” (they’ll ask); 
and “famous conservatory of music” 
and “really close to Joe McCarthy’s 
grave.” After you have landed the 
first job, you are pretty much flying 
on your own passport.
I worked for Doubleday and 
Random House and Macmillan, as 
well as some fill-ins during an ill-
advised freelance-writing career. The 
challenges of reading, writing and 
editing in a for-profit industry were 
pretty good, but I wanted something 
more in-depth. I never really con-
sidered graduate school in English, 
because during the 1980s the field 
ceased to be about people and the 
books they inhabit, and had been 
taken over by bogus French theory 
and non-humanistic word-farting. 
The field of history had maintained 
its actual focus on people and the 
world they inhabit, so I took up 
that. 
At the University of Illinois I 
found a highly learned professor 
and a vast library (third largest in 
the U.S., after Harvard and Yale), and 
for seven years gloried in much more 
reading and writing and editing, for 
a doctorate. (If you are considering 
graduate school, the two best things 
to find are that professor and that 
library.)
I emerged into a job market 
spoiled by 9/11, but got lucky to be 
hired at the U. of I. Library. For eight 
years I helped manage the Illinois 
history and Abraham Lincoln col-
lections. Then the unexpected hap-
pened: the guy who ran the Lincoln 
collection at the Presidential Library 
in Springfield up and moved away; 
and they asked me to take over. 
That was two years ago, and many 
are the days when I, like Lou Gehrig, 
tell people that I consider myself the 
luckiest man on earth. I am luckier 
than Gehrig — I’ve been healthy.
There were a lot of lousy days, 
sporadic brief unemployment, a 
despairing spouse, and the knowl-
edge that classmates who had 
majored in economics or biology 
were making two or three times my 
salary (and some making five or ten 
times). But graduates in the liberal 
arts live on and thrive because:
a. society needs people who can 
spell, punctuate, organize, think, 
and write;
b. they work well with others;
c. the unexpected is not that 
hard, once you’ve met Goldgar, 
Troy, DeStasio, Podair, et al.
Remember, Lawrence and Luck 
begin with the same letter: effort.
James M. Cornelius
Class of  1981
Since the board of trustees’ deci-
sion to change the university calen-
dar, a decision they made over their 
January meeting, members of the 
Lawrence community have reacted 
in an array of ways. Regardless of 
whether this decision was met with 
joy or frustration, the university has 
moved to focusing on how it can 
be made a reality — and how it can 
reach its full potential for economic 
and environmental savings.
In response to the trustees’ 
decision, President Beck formed a 
temporary committee to work out 
the kinks of one issue in particular: 
winter break. The committee, select-
ed by Beck, is composed of Steve 
Armstrong, David Burrows, Pete 
Gilbert, Eilene Hoft-March, Chris 
Howard, Sandy Isselman, Dan Meyer, 
Brian Pertl, Brian Riste, Cynthia 
Roberts, Dawn Rost, Jeff Stannard, 
Steve Syverson, Kim Tatro, Nancy 
Truesdell and Nancy Wall. Due to 
the group’s quick construction and 
the immense time commitment 
involved, the committee was unfor-
tunately unable to include student 
representatives.
Over winter term, the group 
deliberated possible issues — rang-
ing from the ability to still offer 
full-time employment to staff, to 
housing winter athletes, to deciding 
on a suitable temperature for build-
ings — before composing a draft of 
recommendations. As established in 
the very beginning of the document, 
the committee kept three guiding 
principles in mind throughout their 
deliberations: “to preserve the aca-
demic and artistic core as much as 
possible; to be as humane as pos-
sible in attempting to protect the 
employment status of members of 
the Lawrence community; and to 
recognize that the changing situa-
tion externally may affect our inter-
nal contingency planning.”
Over the six-week break, some 
campus buildings will be closed 
entirely, with the thermostat set 
to 50 degrees, while many campus 
buildings will be open only four 
days a week. The committee has 
proposed that nearly the entire cam-
pus be closed down from Dec. 24 to 
Jan 1. According to the ad hoc com-
mittee’s draft recommendations, the 
estimated costs-savings for utilities 
alone will be $121,200, though this 
is subject to change.
The proposed recommendations, 
like the calendar change itself, will 
require compromise and sacrifice 
at all levels. For most students this 
will merely involve the acceptance 
of a big change and the foresight 
to pack wisely, as the dorms will be 
closed after Nov. 26. Dean Truesdell 
herself will also be planning accord-
ingly as Raymond House is among 
the buildings closed between fall 
and winter term. For faculty, the 
changes to building hours mean 
possibly tweaking their work sched-
ules — and maybe wearing an extra 
sweater, as the thermostat will 
be bumped down to 65 degrees. 
Staff schedules will also be altered, 
whether this be packing 40 hours of 
work into four days or doing extra 
work at home.
April 6, Truesdell sent out the 
committee’s draft recommenda-
tions in an e-mail inviting students 
to a student open forum on winter 
break. In both the e-mail and the 
forum, which took place Tuesday, 
April 7 in the Wriston auditorium, 
Truesdell stressed that the purpose 
of the forums was not to debate 
whether or not the schedule will 
change, as that has already been 
put into effect. Over the past week, 
Truesdell and Wall conducted open 
forums for faculty and staff as well 
as students.
At the open forum for stu-
dents, Truesdell went over the 
draft recommendations document, 
which is broken into three sections, 
regarding buildings, staff policy 
and student policy, before opening 
the floor up for questions and sug-
gestions. Insofar as students are 
concerned, the committee looked at 
the three main groups of students 
that will be most affected by the 
extended winter break: international 
students, winter athletes and stu-
dent teachers.
To accommodate student teach-
ers, of whom there are expected to 
be about 10, the committee pro-
poses the use of university guest 
houses. The committee suggests 
that as many students as possible 
be housed on the top two floors 
of Brokaw, as the offices below 
will still be operating. Although it 
has yet to be finally determined, 
the document proposes that other 
athletes be housed in hotels while 
international students divide 
their time between Brokaw and 
Björkluden for the beginning of 
break. Further details on proposed 
accommodations for students can 
be found in the winter break policy 
document sent out to campus com-
munity members.
At one forum, members of the 
faculty and staff raised concerns 
about the closing of the rec. center, 
which the committee proposed be 
closed from Dec. 16 to Jan. 1, and 
open only for use by athletic teams 
from Nov. 29 to Dec. 15. To remedy 
these concerns, Lawrence is looking 
into the costs of extending YMCA 
passes, which are currently available 
to students, to faculty and staff. At 
the student open forum, student 
athletes expressed their hope that 
the university provide some sort 
of dining hall option, though what 
exactly this will be remains to be 
seen.
This is just one of the many 
decisions that will be facing 
President Beck. In the coming 
months, she will be looking over 
the ad hoc committee’s proposed 
solutions and the amassed feedback 
before releasing the official deci-
sions regarding winter break later 
this term.
Nicole Capozziello
former features editor
LU makes new winter break policy
Riverbugs:
Are you
serious?
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By now you’ve probably heard 
that a company called Bon Appétit 
will be Lawrence University’s new 
food service provider next year at 
the Warch Campus Center. But what 
you may not have known — unless 
you went to one of the several tast-
ing events — is that Bon Appétit’s 
tagline is “Food services for a sus-
tainable future,” and that next year, 
Lawrentians will be able to enjoy a 
more sustainable diet when eating in 
the campus center cafeteria.
Bon Appétit calls its sustainable 
eating plan a “Low Carbon Diet.” This 
means that the company not only 
recognizes the contribution of the 
food industry to carbon emissions 
connected to global climate change 
(in the form of emissions from ship-
ping food and fertilizers to grow 
food across the world, carbon sinks 
lost when areas are deforested to 
make pasture or agricultural land, as 
well as methane emissions released 
when wasted food decomposes), but 
seeks to design its operations in a 
way that minimizes the amount of 
carbon emitted in the process.
What exactly does this entail? 
Well, Bon Appétit launched their Low 
Carbon Diet campaign on Earth Day 
in 2007, seeking to reduce the green-
house gas emissions from business 
operations 25 percent over three 
years. According to their Web site, 
this means several things, including 
the following:
• Getting nearly all the fruits, 
veggies, meats and water their opera-
tions use from North America
• Educating “guests,” or diners, 
on how they can make “low carbon” 
food choices
• Reducing food and kitchen 
waste, and
• Using energy and water effi-
cient kitchen equipment
With an initial goal of reduc-
ing beef consumption by at least 
10 percent in each of their cafete-
rias, the entire system has decreased 
consumption by 23 percent in two 
years. This year, the company is 
tackling cheese and tropical fruit 
consumption, aiming to reduce these 
figures by 25 percent and 50 percent, 
respectively.
One of the aforementioned edu-
cational efforts is Bon Appétit’s low 
carbon diet calculator, found at 
http://www.eatlowcarbon.org/. This 
unique and interesting site allows 
visitors to place various meal items 
into a frying pan that calculates the 
contribution of given diet choices to 
global warming in the form of “CO2 
points.” In the calculator, each point 
equals one gram of CO2 emissions, 
so that a 2,000-point meal item for 
instance equals 4.4 pounds of carbon 
emitted into the atmosphere.
To see what this might amount 
to in food items, I dragged my lunch 
from today into the frying pan. My 
lunch consisted of an Italian sub-like 
sandwich made at Downer with tur-
key, ham, salami, lettuce, tomato and 
cheese on bread with chips on the 
side. So I dumped all this in (or as 
close as I could get), and it amounted 
to 1,660 CO2 points, or about 3.65 
lbs of carbon emitted into the atmo-
sphere because of my lunch. Doesn’t 
sound like a lot, but if you assume I 
eat 18 meals like this a week for 52 
weeks a year, that amounts to more 
than 3,400 lbs of carbon emitted per 
year. And this likely is a low estimate, 
because I didn’t include any beef in 
this typical meal. One four-ounce 
steak amounts to 4,793 CO2 points, 
or over 10.5 lbs of CO2 emitted, just 
from one small steak!
Obviously, how we eat clearly 
has a much larger impact on the 
climate and the environment than we 
commonly realize. Not only does the 
distance food travels from farm to 
plate result in more or less oil-guz-
zling, carbon-emitting miles being 
driven cross-country, but conven-
tional industrial farms require large 
amounts of fertilizer that also must 
be transported to the farms and 
then often ends up washing into 
polluted rivers and streams. The 
cattle from which the steak you eat 
comes release manure and methane 
emissions in amounts far larger than 
are natural, and the land on which 
to pasture these cattle often comes 
at the expense of forests that once 
acted as carbon sinks.
The latest trend toward food 
sustainability, including the local 
and organic food movements, led 
by writers like Michael Pollan, Mark 
Bittman, and Marion Nestle, compa-
nies like Bon Appétit and projects 
such as the Sustainable Food Project 
at Yale University, is part of a grow-
ing realization that organic, local 
and natural is better for the health 
of people and the environment. Bon 
Appétit is just one of the businesses 
to recently recognize the prescience 
needed for environmental issues, 
and to take advantage of the market 
niche for sustainable products.
It only remains to be seen 
how Bon Appétit’s new service at 
Lawrence will taste. And that, alas, as 
I will be graduating, I leave up to next 
year’s students to pass judgment.
Sources: The Huffington Post, Bon 
Appétit Management Company Web 
site, http://www.EatLowCarbon.org/
Bon appétit to a low-carbon diet
Jess Vogt
Columnist
It has been a momentous week 
for gay rights activists as not one, 
but two states have legalized gay 
marriage. In Iowa, the state Supreme 
Court unanimously decided that a 
ban on gay marriage was unconsti-
tutional. In Vermont, state legisla-
tors passed a bill legalizing same-
sex marriage, which the governor 
vetoed, but legislators then overrode 
that veto. This is all the more worth 
noting since it required a two-thirds 
majority vote to override Gov. Jim 
Douglas’s veto — the state House 
vote ended up being 100 to 49. This 
marks Vermont as the first state to 
legalize same-sex marriage through 
legislation, and a total of four states 
have now legalized same-sex mar-
riage.
Iowa is a large leap forward in 
gay civil rights, but Vermont may 
be the death knell for anti-gay mar-
riage activists. There are two big 
reasons for this, and both are in 
regard to Vermont changing this 
rule through legislative rather than 
judicial means. The first is that this 
decision deflates the anti-gay mar-
riage activists’ argument that activist 
judges are calling the shots in regard 
to gay marriage. Vermont proves that 
this is not so by being the first state 
to pass legislation on gay marriage, 
which means that elected represen-
tatives made the decision to legalize 
same-sex marriage. This means that, 
on some level, their constituents also 
wanted this.
The second, and most important 
point, comes from blogger Matthew 
Yglesias, who writes, “pro-equality 
legal decisions on this front tend to 
drive the pace of change forward.” 
Essentially, same-sex marriage is an 
issue that politicians want to ignore 
because it is so polarizing. It causes 
major rifts to form in their con-
stituencies. But as soon as the issue 
is brought out into the open, they 
cannot ignore it anymore. Vermont's 
decision may force oliticians across 
the country to stop ignoring the 
same-sex marriage issue and give it a 
healthy, proper debate. This is exem-
plified by New Jersey and Rhode 
Island, two states that are consider-
ing same-sex marriage legislation.
I don’t want to get ahead of 
myself here and predict a torrent of 
new gay marriage legalizations crop-
ping up around the country because 
this is not likely to happen, unfortu-
nately. In some states, like Wisconsin, 
where same-sex marriage bans have 
been written into the constitution, 
the battle may be more difficult. But 
I will say that with these two state 
decisions happening within a week 
of one another, the tide seems to be 
turning. The next logical step would 
be to win in the voting booth, and 
this doesn’t seem to be far off, as 
California’s Prop 8 only passed by a 
small majority. Recent polls show an 
increase in Americans that support 
gay marriage; the number has moved 
from 22 percent in 2004 to 30 per-
cent today. Judges and legislators 
have begun to show an openness to 
same-sex marriage that was previ-
ously unseen, and now it is time for 
the people to take the same steps.
progress on gay marriage
ryan Day
Columnist
It’s time for me to write the 
requisite spring term column, in 
which I proceed to persuade you, 
the Lawrence University campus, to 
act completely without discretion for 
the next 10 weeks. But this year it’s 
a little different, because these are 
the last 10 weeks I get, which isn’t 
to say that I’m not pretty psyched 
about the prospect of spring term, 
because I am. I’m pretty much as 
footloose and fancy free, to quote 
Libby Kocher, as you can get. That’s 
the problem. I want it to be spring 
term, but I really don’t want it to be 
not spring term anymore. In fact, I 
really, really wish spring term would 
never end. I just need that pretty 
badly.
Most of the jobs I’m applying for 
pay an average of $15,000 a year. 
I can’t go to the bathroom, not to 
mention the VR, for $15,000 a year. I 
can’t do anything for $15,000 a year. 
I recently learned that my Dad made 
a little less than that at his first job. 
In 1980. Working as a box-packer at 
Crate and Barrel. No seriously. 
I have been listening to Fleetwood 
Mac’s “Landslide” on repeat and sob-
bing into my comforter while clutch-
ing a bottle of one of those two-
for-one red wines from Flanagan’s. 
Except it was more like six for 
three.
You might be surprised to know 
that it actually is possible to do this 
for a living. Many Web sites actually 
do employ sardonic love and sex 
bloggers, although, one of the most 
exciting parts about graduating is 
that then no one will know that I 
am the girl with the incredibly cyni-
cal view of all relationships ever. So 
here’s how I’d like all this to end 
up: for the next ten weeks, I will 
continue to provide the same kind of 
disillusioned commentary that has 
made me so popular with the male 
population of Lawrence University 
for the past four years (Ha! Joke!), 
but for now I will, albeit briefly, 
throw in one last plug for my flailing 
reputation, which has spent the last 
three years gasping for life in the VR. 
Even though I do sincerely believe 
that your best hope for a romantic 
evening at Lawrence University is a 
couple free drinks and a sweatshirt 
to wear home in the morning, I’ve 
learned a little more than that in 
my time here. I mean, four years 
ago, as I was about to graduate from 
high school, I had recently been 
dumped by my less-than-memorable 
high school boyfriend with a pen-
chant for Interpol, Converse All-
Stars, and wearing bandanas in his 
back pocket. I thought I would never 
love again. Somehow I got over that 
one. Now, there is a new part of 
me that believes in exceptions, and 
knows that I’ve met some of the 
most interesting people I’ve ever 
met at Lawrence by taking time to 
become interested in people who 
are interested in me, or who at least 
interest me to begin with. So I guess 
here’s a pretty big secret: It hasn’t all 
been bad. Not even half of it.
Some of the best—or at least the 
most fun—relationships I’ve had at 
Lawrence haven’t been the ones I’ve 
planned for the longest, tried the 
hardest to make happen, worried the 
most about, or carried out to the bit-
ter end. I haven’t necessarily enjoyed 
the long relationships I worked the 
hardest to maintain or even to start. 
The best times I’ve had were the 
hilarious ones, when I met hilarious 
dudes at parties I’d never planned to 
be at and ended up at by accident, 
as a favor to a friend. I made some 
of the best friendships by befriend-
ing people whose attire necessitat-
ed that I reevaluate my stance on 
popped collars, crocodile loafers, 
white socks, and other such ward-
robe faux pas I would have never 
imagined acceptable. 
When I stopped bemoaning the 
lack of social skills and general 
attractiveness of everyone I saw on 
a daily basis, and worrying that no 
one would be able to see me for who 
I really am underneath my newly 
acquired Appleton chic, things actu-
ally managed to work out alright. 
What I’m attempting to inarticulately 
express is that you can’t expect per-
fection. Anywhere. Lawrence is no 
exception. 
So don’t judge, don’t hate, and 
don’t expect, and you will surely 
find spring term, as well as the rest 
of your Lawrence experience, to be 
the hopeful Mecca of opportunity 
it’s promised to be. And with that, 
it’s spring term. 
According to some question-
able reporting on the part of The 
Lawrentian., Travis Fondow’s “Where 
the Freshmen At?” campaign may 
have drawn to a close, but mine sure 
as hell hasn’t. I’ve got one more term 
before it becomes potentially very 
dangerous to pursue 18-year-olds; 
I’d be a fool not to take advantage 
of that.
Just 
Give Up. 
Lawrence Love  with 
erin Campbell Watson
Springtime silver linings
“BJ Harry’s lifestyle.”
- Doug Kadison
“The hearts of all of my pro-
fessors.”
- Jacob Wright
“Four computers, a projector, 
and a Wriston bench.”
- Chris Dorn
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 “If you could 
steal one 
thing from 
Lawrence, 
what would 
it be ?”
Photo poll by Stephen anunson
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Toward the latter part of second term, our campus was the target of a string of thefts. The thefts 
were numerous and occurred in multiple locations. These thefts are both startling and sad. While no 
suspects or charges have been announced, we have faith that all necessary steps are being taken to 
catch the culprits.
Our administration and campus security, in cooperation with the Appleton police department, 
have responded in a quick and strong manner. Security has increased its presence in campus 
facilities that have valuables worth stealing. The Information Technology Center has installed “sonic 
shock alarms” that alert security services when campus’s most valuable computers are being tam-
pered with.
Security has posted signs in many buildings notifying readers that there have been recent thefts 
in these buildings and to remain vigilant. They have also posted signs in the library and other areas 
where students gather reminding them not to leave valuables unattended and take extra precautions 
in guarding possessions. While protecting our campus and personal belongings with renewed dedica-
tion, security has been careful to not infringe where they are not needed.
They deserve both post  and gratitude for these efforts.
We encourage all Lawrentians to take heed of the signs security has posted and remain diligent in 
effort to prevent any further thefts and maintain the level of safety our campus normally enjoys.
The opinions expressed in 
these editorials are those 
of  the students, faculty 
and community members 
who submitted them. all 
facts are as provided by the 
authors. The Lawrentian does 
not endorse any opinions 
piece except for the staff  
editorial, which represents 
a majority of  the editorial 
board. The Lawrentian wel-
comes everyone to submit 
their own opinions using the 
parameters outlined in the 
masthead.
“Jill Beck’s flower pots.”
- Spencer Neitzel
“Sal’s belly hair.”
- Drew Shaw
“The Glenna Goodacre bust in 
the Mudd Library.”
- Caroline Jorgenson
“The trust fund.”
- Sveinn Sigurdsson
Now that my time at Lawrence 
University has reached its final chap-
ter, I can’t help but feel a need to cast 
off some of the pettiness typical of 
my column last term, and focus on 
the more universal issues faced by 
every student in the crossroads of 
their lives. I don’t intend to solve all 
of your existential crises. I’m not God 
after all. With that in mind, I thought 
I would start off in this direction by 
addressing a philosophical question: 
Of all the types of majors one can 
be at Lawrence, which one has it the 
easiest and therefore has no right to 
gripe about the workload?
In order to find the most suit-
able candidates for this honor, it’s 
important to rule out the majors that 
sound a lot easier than they actu-
ally are. This means that as much 
as one wishes that fake majors such 
as international studies and ethno-
musicology could be the object of 
ridicule, there’s still a certain degree 
of work involved. Objectively speak-
ing, the only legitimate candidates 
are art, English and theater, all three 
of which I’ll explore in alphabetical 
order, beginning with art majors.
Art majors can easily be cat-
egorized into two groups: adorable, 
talented people and pretentious 
postmodernists. Obviously, there are 
pretentious postmodernists who are 
adorable, but for the sake of over-
simplifying, these are two separate 
entities. If every art major fell into 
the former category (Andy Kincaid 
comes to mind), then I would have 
no gripes about the art department. 
However, when I walk past Wriston 
on a Wednesday night and see some-
one working on a papier-mâché phal-
lus or some novelty-sized waste bas-
ket made out of cardboard, I wonder 
how their long-term project could 
possibly be more difficult or require 
more creativity than a term paper. 
I’m sure they can draw and build 
works of art better than I could, but 
that doesn’t change the fact that 
what art majors excel in doesn’t take 
all that much effort.
English majors are the ultimate 
go-to punch line when describ-
ing useless majors. One leaves the 
department a better writer, but 
with no discernible marketable 
skills. Avoid being in a class with an 
English major at all costs. In one of 
my freshman studies classes, there 
was a future English major, and her 
incessant pining to go off into the 
world and read under a tree in India 
for the rest of her life revealed the 
dark, boring, self-indulgent side of 
the humanities. Nonetheless, English 
majors will have written hundreds 
of pages of literary analysis that will 
never be read by anyone but their 
professors by the time they graduate 
and therefore, it would not be fair to 
call English the easiest major.
Calling a theater major a full-
time student is like calling Miller 
High Life the champagne of beers. 
In no way does either thing resemble 
the other thing they claim to be, but 
they both go down easy. As I found 
out recently, one could hypotheti-
cally be a theater major and never do 
a single thing that requires creativ-
ity whatsoever in order to succeed. 
According to the Lawrence Web site, 
for a senior project, a theater major 
can elect to create “a major act-
ing role and document [his or her] 
efforts”. Essentially, what this means 
is that one can be a lead in a play, 
write a little about it, and receive 
full credit. Acting in a lead role 
requires a ridiculous amount of line 
memorizing and dozens of rehearsal 
hours, but the only truly challenging 
part of being a theater major is hav-
ing to hang out with other theater 
majors (second only to voice majors 
in unbridled vanity and loudness).
Bearing in mind that completing 
a theater major does not require a 
single scruple of creativity and com-
parably little effort, I would judge the 
winner of this competition to be the 
theater department. Yes, directors 
and set and lighting designers need 
do have the capacity for creativity, 
but those hard-working people are 
set off by the actors, those self-
absorbed nincompoops who equate 
volume and randomness with com-
edy, acting with work and having an 
inflated ego for no good reason with 
justifiably having an inflated ego.
In case anyone’s wondering, I’m 
a German major.
Compostmodernist: Minor League majors
Dieter hunyerager
Columnist
Over spring break, the sixth anni-
versary of the U.S.-led invasion of 
Iraq passed. The day this column 
was written marks seven-and-a-half 
years of occupation of Afghanistan. 
Upwards of 17,000 troops are now to 
be deployed to Afghanistan. Several 
weeks ago, President Obama claimed 
“combat” operations would be fin-
ished in Iraq by August of 2010, but 
it was then revealed that as many 
as 50,000 troops would stay beyond 
that date for an indefinite period 
of time as “advisory and assistance 
brigades.”
Obama has made the occupations 
of Iraq and Afghanistan his occupa-
tions; he has made those wars his 
wars. Obama is keeping Blackwater, 
DynCorp, and Triple Canopy, the 
three largest military contractors, 
in Iraq. They may also be expand-
ing their work in Afghanistan. In 
February, DynCorp CEO William L. 
Ballhaus said, “We’re looking for-
ward to actually a lot more work in 
Afghanistan based on what’s hap-
pening.” Blackwater—now renamed 
Xe in an attempt to retool their 
image—was an unfavorable choice 
for any relationship with the new 
president, so Triple Canopy has been 
hired by Obama to protect U.S. dip-
lomats in Iraq. This was Blackwater’s 
main role before the Iraqi govern-
ment declined their license renewal 
due to the company’s massacre of 
seventeen civilians in late 2007.
Meanwhile, the Obama admin-
istration is planning an increase in 
the number of drones it employs to 
strike Pakistani lands as well as an 
increase in the total number of these 
attacks. This was reported in The 
New York Times three days after The 
Sunday Times of London reported 
that another 13 people, including 
women and children, were killed by 
American drones last Saturday: “As 
many as 1 million people have fled 
their homes in the Tribal Areas.” The 
article later reports that “Pakistani 
officials say drone attacks have been 
stepped up since President Barack 
Obama took office in Washington, 
killing at least 81 people.”
On the domestic front, Obama has 
chosen to interfere with a consumer 
lawsuit against AT&T. The unfold-
ing controversy was spelled out in 
the ****San Francisco Chronicle**** 
last weekend: “In a 2006 lawsuit, 
the AT&T plaintiffs accused the 
company of allowing the National 
Security Agency to intercept calls 
and e-mails and inspect records of 
millions of customers without war-
rants or evidence of wrongdoing.” 
The article opens with “The Obama 
administration is again invoking gov-
ernment secrecy in defending the 
Bush administration’s wiretapping 
program ...”
With Obama working on two 
fronts (domestic and middle-east) 
to preserve Bush’s policies, it’s a 
wonder why popular support for 
him remains high. According to a 
Gallup poll, Obama currently has a 
62-percent approval rating. While his 
support in the poll has been slowly 
declining since he entered office, this 
number remains very high.
Obama is Bush with a label-
maker. He has replaced Blackwater 
(who seemingly borrowed his label-
maker) with Triple Canopy. He has 
escalated the war in Afghanistan 
and called it a “contingency opera-
tion” instead of a part of the “war 
on terror.” And he has increased 
attacks and therefore civilian deaths 
in Pakistan and called it strategy. 
When can we expect something new 
from our president? What will it 
take before his conscience begins to 
weigh heavy on his mind?
Obama channels Bush
Patrick Miner
Staff  writer
“English majors are 
the ultimate go-to 
punch line when 
describing useless 
majors. One leaves 
the department a 
better writer, but 
with no discernible 
marketable skills.”
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Last Friday evening, the Wriston 
Art Center welcomed painter Jean 
Guequierre and her body of work to 
another exciting art opening. Gallery 
curator Frank Lewis first ran into 
Guequierre’s work about 15 years 
ago, explaining how “the way she 
borrowed from earlier periods” 
sparked his interest. By alluding to a 
musician learning a piece of classical 
music, Lewis explains Guequierre’s 
approach in making Renaissance-
inspired paintings: “If I perform this 
I can come to some understanding of 
a previous time in history. Thus ... we 
might think of the paintings as hom-
age to earlier artists and the issues 
with which they dealt,” he said.
Guequierre’s paintings differ 
from our previous visiting artists in 
that she presents a “revival of a more 
traditional narrative struc-
ture.” However, Guequierre fits 
into Wriston’s emphasis on 
contemporary art by “shar[ing] 
with [the] other artists that 
we show ... a recognition of 
the importance of looking at 
historical sources and works 
and understanding how such 
things inform contemporary 
considerations.”
As an artist accustomed 
to showing her work in com-
mercial galleries, Guequierre 
jumped at the opportunity to 
exhibit in our not-for-profit 
space. According to Lewis, not 
for profit galleries “usually 
allows artists a bit more freedom to 
show more works and a variety of 
pieces.” For instance, she was quite 
pleased that she was asked to show 
a painting that was unfinished so 
that viewers could see something of 
the process. “A commercial gallery 
probably would not do such a thing,” 
she said.
The opening was well attended 
and generally thought provoking for 
the many aspiring artists within our 
student body.
As usual, the evening com-
menced with a lecture by the artist. 
Guequierre presented her work by 
sharing images of her source mate-
rial and discussing how the frag-
ments she chose, mostly from Pieter 
Bruegel, speak to her as an artist and 
importantly as a mother of three 
children.
In addition to Guequierre’s exhib-
it in the center gallery, Lawrence’s 
historic coin collection and a mytho-
logically inspired installation are also 
currently on display. Lewis offered 
the connection that “all three shows 
certainly share an indebtedness to 
history” through either iconography 
as a means to address contemporary 
issues or iconography as a “tool of 
communication.”
The gallery hours are from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday and noon to 4 p.m. Saturday 
through Sunday. Be sure to stop by!
Kirsten rusinak
Staff  writer
New exhibit opens in Wriston
WLFM certainly set the bar high 
for their concerts in future years 
with last Saturday’s showcase fea-
turing Someone Still Loves You 
Boris Yeltsin, Drew Danburry and 
The Chairs. Despite what their name 
might suggest, SSLYBY is an indie-
pop group from Missouri and not 
a Russian comedy band. The band, 
part of Polyvinyl Records’ roster, 
is one of the biggest to come to 
Lawrence this year, and has had 
features written about them in Spin 
magazine and numerous influential 
music blogs.
Lawrence’s own The Chairs 
opened the night, playing to an 
already packed coffeehouse, a rarity 
for concerts held there. The group 
just self-released its first full-length 
album, titled “Laugh, It’s a Fright,” 
and the group’s set highlighted many 
of the songs from this release.
Despite the inherent problems 
with the old sound system in the 
coffeehouse, The Chairs actually got 
a decent mix out of it, the only down-
side being the slightly overpowering 
keyboard. The band seems to be 
shifting from the longer, slow-build-
ing songs that they played first term, 
instead focusing on more upbeat and 
interesting vocal and guitar melodies 
and more rhythmic drum and bass 
grooves. As usual, they ended their 
set with a crowd favorite: their bass-
led cover of Neutral Milk Hotel’s “In 
the Aeroplane Over the Sea.”
After moving the mass of pedals 
and power strips from the stage, 
Drew Danburry and his small band 
took the stage. Hailing from Utah, 
Drew Danburry plays upbeat, folksy 
songs on acoustic guitar, harmonica 
and sometimes ukulele, backed by 
a drummer and a bass player. Save 
some people in the front, the crowd 
seemed more or less indifferent to 
his music and talked through much 
of his set, making it hard to hear the 
quieter parts of his songs.
Normally, noise would never be a 
problem at the often poorly attended 
concerts in the Coffeehouse, but the 
standing-room-only crowd forced 
Danburry to ask everyone to quiet 
down for a few songs. However, he 
did make use of the anxious crowd 
on a few songs that required every-
one to sing along, even remarking 
that it was the best crowd participa-
tion he had ever heard on one tune. 
Danburry did hush the crowd for his 
last tune, which he played on ukulele 
without his band. The tune was a 
calming, fitting end to an otherwise 
upbeat set, and after quietly singing 
the last notes nearly two feet away 
from the microphone, Danburry 
ended his set.
Rounding out the unofficial 
“Polyvinyl Records Week” at Lawrence 
— Headlights, another artist on the 
label, played in the coffeehouse 
March 31 — Missouri’s Someone 
Still Loves You Boris Yeltsin took the 
stage quietly and unassumingly, and 
proceeded to stun everyone with a 
trebly blend of guitars and tight, 
danceable drum and bass grooves.
The group received a huge surge 
of internet buzz in 2006 with their 
debut album “Broom” and released 
another well-received album called 
“Pershing” last April. Their set high-
lighted the more poppy, guitar-driv-
en tunes from “Pershing,” but they 
also played older fan favorites “I Am 
Warm & Powerful” and “Oregon Girl” 
in an encore. It is easy to see why the 
group created such internet buzz, 
because their energetic set got the 
usually unenthusiastic coffeehouse 
crowd to not only stand up, but also 
to move around and dance.
SSLYBY’s music serves as a tes-
tament to well-written pop songs 
everywhere, because even though 
their music is not overwhelmingly 
complex, the separate parts of their 
songs complement each other well, 
in turn creating great pop songs. 
Rather than playing the fastest, most 
complex parts imaginable, the drum-
mer and bass player — who switched 
instruments midway through the 
set — locked in to tight, energetic 
rhythms that did not bog down the 
nimble, interlocking guitar lines. One 
of the most interesting things about 
the group is the two lead singers: 
the drummer and lead guitar player 
traded off lead and backing vocal 
duties, and midway through the set, 
the drummer switched to guitar, the 
bass player to drums and the guitar 
player to bass. 
On “Broom” especially and some-
times on “Pershing,” SSLYBY sounds 
rather lo-fi because of the record-
ing quality —”Broom” was recorded 
in one member’s house— but also 
because of the mixed acoustic/elec-
tric instrumentation and the unique 
vocal melodies. In this live setting, 
one could hear their lo-fi leanings 
at times, but the set was on the 
whole much more focused on the 
more upbeat songs from the two 
albums. The crowd responded with 
much dancing and merriment, caus-
ing the lead singer to remark that 
the concert was better than the one 
they played the night before at UW-
Madison. 
For WLFM’s first and possi-
bly only concert of the year, last 
Saturday’s show marked a huge suc-
cess for the radio station and proved 
that Lawrentians will in fact listen 
to music outside of the chapel or 
Harper Hall that has no conductor 
or sheet music. The next concert 
in the coffeehouse will be April 18, 
featuring Chicago rock group Athens 
and a to-be-determined opener from 
Lawrence.
Lawrence Still Loves You, Boris Yeltsin
tom Pilcher
Staff  writer
Photo courtesy of Google Images
Someone Still Loves You, Boris Yeltsin played to a packed coffeehouse last weekend.
While eating your 12:30 p.m. 
lunch Sunday, April 26, be sure to 
tune into Wisconsin Public Radio 
for the live performances of five 
Lawrence Conservatory students 
who recently took top honors at 
the prestigious Neale-Silva Young 
Artists’ Competition.
Started by the late University 
of Wisconsin-Madison professor 
Eduardo Neale-Silva, the Wisconsin 
Public Radio’s Neale-Silva Young 
Artists’ Competition was established 
to recognize young Wisconsin per-
formers of classical music who dem-
onstrate an exceptionally high level 
of artistry.
Before their spring break could 
officially begin, nine Lawrence stu-
dents made their way down to UW-
Madison to compete in the final 
round of the 14th annual Neale-
Silva Competition. The musicians 
were vying for the opportunity to be 
broadcast live on the NPR News and 
Classical Music Network of WPR. A 
$400 award for each winning per-
former was an additional incentive 
for the musicians.
Demonstrating the “high level 
of artistry” that Neale-Silva wished 
to promote, a percussion trio 
comprised of Felicia Behm, David 
Ranscht and Stacey Stoltz, along 
with bass-baritone Derrell Acon and 
pianist Leonard Hayes shared top 
honors at the competition. In addi-
tion to the three winners, Lawrence 
also had two other finalists: pianist 
Dario LaPoma and the piano trio of 
Laura Hauer, Anna Henke and Megan 
Karls.
The winning performers will 
share their talent April 26 from the 
Wisconsin Union Theater in Madison 
and musicality with a statewide audi-
ence.
Acon acknowledged his excite-
ment for the April 26 performance 
when he said, “It’s so cool that I’ll 
be delivering something to so many 
people that I will never be able to 
hear myself; it’s such a weirdly self-
less feeling of communication.”
A student of Patrice Michaels, 
Acon will be singing four pieces dur-
ing the broadcasted concert: “Il lacer-
ato spirito” by Giuseppe Verdi, “The 
Negro Speaks of Rivers” by Howard 
Swanson, “All the Little Horses” by 
Aaron Copland, and “Amiamo” by 
Gaetano Donizetti.
From the studio of Catherine 
Kautsky, Hayes will play “Piano 
Sonata in E-flat Major Op. 7, Mvmt. 
I” by Ludwig Von Beethoven, and 
“Vingt Regards sur l’ Enfant Jesus: 
XIII. Noel” by Olivier Messiaen. He 
will also accompany friend and fel-
low musician Acon in his vocal per-
formance.
Hayes stated, “I want to thank 
Catherine Kautsky for encouraging 
me to compete for Neale-Silva. I hope 
that my performance ... will commu-
nicate, to the radio listeners, what 
the music is about.”
Ranscht, Stoltz and Behm, will 
perform Mark Ford’s “Stubernic,” 
along with an arrangement of 
Samuel Barber’s “Adagio for Strings,” 
arranged by Behm. The three stu-
dents hail from the studio of Dane 
Richeson.
Students fare well in
Neale-Silva competition
Laura Streyle
Staff  writer
Photos by Marde Heeger
Artist Jean Guequierre pays homage to previous artists in her work.
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Having a major in the arts is 
not something to be taken light-
ly, and no one knows that better 
than senior Cara Wantland. She 
has dedicated her last four years 
to rehearsals, performances and 
tech weeks, yet her passion for 
music and theater has not yet run 
out. In fact, her future plans do 
not really go beyond that. Echoing 
the sentiments of many a senior 
Connie, Wantland notes, “My top 
goal in the future is just to be 
able to make a living 
performing — the-
ater, singing, what-
ever. Nothing’s set in 
stone,” she admits, 
“but I don’t really 
have a plan B ...”
If you have seen 
any theatrical per-
formance here at 
Lawrence, then you 
have probably seen 
Wantland act. She 
has been in an enor-
mous number of both 
departmental and 
independent works, 
from “Cabaret” 
to “Smash” to the 
regionally acclaimed 
“Blood Wedding,” for 
which she received 
an invitation to the 
2009 Irene Ryan 
Acting Scholarship 
Competition — truly 
no small feat.
But Wantland’s 
talents do not begin 
and end with the 
theater; in fact, you 
may have seen her 
performing original singer/song-
writer-type pieces with Andre Juan 
in various venues around campus. 
Wantland can also boast a minor 
in music: “My junior year, Andre 
convinced me to do the minor, so I 
sucked it up and began the theory 
sequence. I loved it, and if I could 
do it over I think I would have 
been a double major ... but I’m not 
bitter.”
Our heroine has also been 
involved in ArtsBridge, through 
which she was able to co-direct 
Roosevelt Middle School’s musical, 
“Aladdin, Jr.” Reveals Wantland, 
“Getting paid to make Agrabah a 
real place was a good life choice.”
If you haven’t yet had the 
opportunity to see Wantland at 
her theatrical finest, be sure to 
check out her two productions 
this term — as one of the leading 
ladies in this year’s LUMP produc-
tion of “After the War,” and in her 
own senior project, “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.”
by anna hainze
Photo by Stephen anunson
Cara 
Wantland
artist Spotlight: 
Movies
Friday, April 10
“Observe and report”
“Hannah Montana: The Movie”
“The Mysteries of pittsburgh”
“Forbidden Lie$”
DVD
Tuesday, April 14
“The reader”
“Splinter”
“The Spirit”
“american Swing”
Music
Tuesday, April 14
Death Cab for Cutie
“The Hidden Door Ep”
Metric 
“Fantasies”
The Boy Least Likely To 
“The Law of the playground”
pomegranates 
“Everybody, Come Outside!”
Coming to 
your senses
The most distinctive feature of 
this movie is its premise: Two sisters 
start a business cleaning up crime 
scenes. The concept is startling and 
just a tad morbid, and thus refresh-
ing and intriguing. This, coupled 
with the fact that the movie is from 
the same producers as “Little Miss 
Sunshine,” suggests that the film is 
worth a screening.
“Sunshine Cleaning” does not 
merely rely on a jarring premise, but 
also develops identifiable-yet-novel 
characters. The film boasts a talent-
ed cast: Amy Adams and Emily Blunt 
portray the sister entrepreneurs and 
Alan Arkin rounds out the cast as 
their father.
True, audiences have essentially 
already seen Arkin play this role. 
Yet again, he plays the well-inten-
tioned grandfather who provides 
unique advice and life lessons. This 
is almost a reprisal of his charac-
ter from “Little Miss Sunshine.” Not 
much ingenuity here, but it is enjoy-
able nonetheless.
On the other hand, both Adams 
and Blunt provide performances dis-
tinctive from any others in their 
respective careers. Blunt is perhaps 
most recognizable from “The Devil 
Wears Prada” and “The Jane Austen 
Book Club.” In both of these films 
her characters are snooty and have 
a hard exterior that eventually gets 
cracked through some set of circum-
stances. The usual moral: surprise, 
even people who put on a good show 
have insecurities.
What defines this particular role 
is that her vulnerability is what is 
most noticeable. Blunt plays the sis-
ter still trying to figure out who she 
is and what to do with her life. Is 
it just me, or is this all too easy to 
identify with as a college student? 
I rather enjoy the fluidity, irresolu-
tion, and uncertainty of this role and 
Blunt manages to deftly portray such 
complexities.
Adams likewise portrays a char-
acter markedly different from her 
usual repertoire. Audiences may 
most notably remember Adams as 
the embodiment of femininity in 
“Enchanted,” in which she flounces 
about and sings to squirrels — not 
the stuff of profundity. In contrast, 
Adams attempts a more real, com-
plex character this time around. The 
result is somewhat heartfelt and 
a good attempt at conveying com-
plexity, but the performance is not 
altogether convincing. Perhaps I am 
simply biased by the image of her as 
a naïve singing princess, but Adams 
could stand to develop a broader 
emotional range and facial expres-
sions to match.
The obvious fallibility of each 
character is also reminiscent of 
“Little Miss Sunshine.” Each char-
acter has his or her own faults and 
personal ambiguities. The film sub-
tly suggests that some questions 
do not have clear answers; there 
are impossible moments in which 
getting through them is the most 
important goal. The ambiguity of the 
movie makes it more real and inge-
nious in comparison to those films 
that desperately attempt to effect a 
picture-perfect ending.
Finally, do not be intimidated 
merely by the premise’s implication 
of gore. Yes, the film does enter-
tain morbidity and one of its points 
is that death is not always clean. 
However, the film manages this mes-
sage with subtlety and finesse. It 
spares the audience from extensive 
gore and does not linger on disturb-
ing images. In short, the film taste-
fully gets its point across.
I know it sets up an unfair com-
parison to judge “Sunshine Cleaning” 
in relation to “Little Miss Sunshine.” 
However, I am confident that if you 
enjoyed the latter, you will enjoy the 
former. Sure, “Sunshine Cleaning” 
does not include a family perfor-
mance of “Super Freak,” but it has its 
own moments.
Elaine at the movies:
elaine Blum
Staff  writer
“Sunshine Cleaning”
As part of Lawrence’s World 
Music Series, Tuvan throat-singing 
ensemble Alash performed in Harper 
Hall Tuesday, April 8. The event was 
free and open to the public, and the 
hall was packed with local Appleton 
residents, Conservatory professors 
and Lawrence students.
The concert began without a 
word. Four Tuvan musicians, dressed 
in traditional garb, walked onstage 
and picked up their instruments, 
including an igil, byzaanchy, chada-
gan and kengirge. The igil and byz-
aanchy are stringed, bowed instru-
ments that sound slightly akin to a 
violin. The chadagan is a plucked, 
16-stringed instrument that is held 
flat on the lap. Finally, the kengirge 
is a large frame drum.
In addition to these instru-
ments, the musicians throat-sang. 
In throat-singing, a low bass note 
is sung, and then on top of this, 
several higher harmonic pitches are 
produced. According to the group’s 
Web site, alashensemble.com, throat-
singing works in a manner similar 
to bagpipes. Using throat-singing, 
the human voice can very effectively 
imitate bird, wind and other nature 
sounds.
The technique of throat-singing 
was something new and fascinating 
in itself, but the unity of the sing-
ers was even more impressive. They 
breathed as one, made crescendos 
and decrescendos as one, and seem 
to intuitively change tempo and style 
together. There was no question 
about the skill of these players.
“Translating” for the perform-
ers was manager Sean Quirk. After 
the first piece, Quirk went over a 
brief background of Tuva, describing 
the republic as part of the Russian 
Federation, but having little or 
nothing to do with Russia politi-
cally, culturally or musically. Quirk 
also described Tuvans as having a 
nomadic past as herders and horse-
man that made throat-singing a good 
pastime and method of communica-
tion across broad taiga landscapes.
It is important to note, however, 
that Alash is marketed as “new-old” 
Tuvan music. Perhaps, then, it is 
not surprising that many of the 
rhythms sounded westernized, as 
though they could have come off an 
R&B or blues album. Additionally, 
many comically abrupt endings to 
pieces were dramatic and fun, but 
did not seem natural to the nature 
of the music. It was difficult not to 
question exactly how true the music 
was to its origins and whether it 
had been westernized simply for the 
enjoyment of the audience.
Furthermore, Quirk’s comments 
at times seemed to detract from 
the emotive nature of the music. 
Quirk got a lot of laughs by saying 
love song lyrics could be translated 
as “meet me in the forest at mid-
night” or commenting that Tuvan 
musicians might sing about what all 
men are “dedicated to: good horses 
and beautiful women.” While funny, 
these sorts of comments eroded the 
communicative power of the musi-
cians.
Simply by listening, even west-
erners could hear how the murgu 
instrument imitated a wolf’s howls, 
or how the click-clack of the percus-
sion imitated a horse, or how the 
kengirge made the noises of roll-
ing thunder. These sounds would 
have been expressive and engag-
ing enough alone, had there been a 
greater sense of the Tuvan musicians 
owning their music rather than hav-
ing it wittily, verbally interpreted.
Had the Tuvan musicians been 
given more of a lead role in present-
ing their music, even if that meant 
less verbal explanation and more 
critical listening required on the part 
of the audience, perhaps the connec-
tion between performers and audi-
ence would have been greater. The 
performance affirmed the concept 
that music, even from very different 
cultures, by its nature really need 
not be, and perhaps should not be, 
translated.
olivia hendricks
Staff  writer
Tuvan throat singers demonstrate unity 
“Is it just me, or is this
all too easy to identify
with as a college student?”
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Standings
Baseball MWC O'All
North Division
Beloit  4-0  16-2
Ripon  3-1  7-9
Lawrence  1-3  5-10
St. Norbert  0-0  8-6
Carroll  0-4  6-8
South Division 
Monmouth  2-0  5-8
Grinnell  1-0  11-6
Knox  0-1  0-12
Illinois College  0-2  6-9
Softball MWC O'All
North Division
Ripon  2-0  8-7
Lawrence  1-1  5-9
Beloit  1-1  7-13
St. Norbert  0-0  2-10
Carroll  0-2  8-6
South Division
Monmouth  1-1  8-7
Lake Forest  1-1  5-10
Knox  0-0  4-12
Grinnell  0-0  3-11
Illinois College  0-0  3-11
Tennis MWC O'All
North Division
St. Norbert  1-0  13-8
Carroll  0-0  4-6
Lawrence  0-0  6-10
Ripon  0-0  3-10
Beloit  0-1  1-7
South Division
Grinnell  2-0  13-7
Lake Forest  1-1  7-2
Monmouth  0-0  8-7
Knox  0-0  2-11
Illinois College  0-2  0-5
In times when people are strug-
gling with money, I have come up 
with the best solution — going to 
the track. If everyone were to put 
a few bucks on the longshot — not 
Antoine Walker — someone would 
bring home some solid change. What 
prompted this idea was what hap-
pened this past weekend in Liverpool 
— something we had only seen once 
before.
When someone sees 100-1 odds 
of being victorious, he just sees 
that as a way to lose his money and 
finds another animal to bet on. Well, 
as you can guess, this animal — in 
this instance a horse named Mon 
Mome — surpassed the whole field 
to win by five lengths. It’s only the 
second time in history a horse with 
these odds has won, the first being 
Foinavon in 1967. So, it’s safe to say 
that if anyone put some money on 
this horse, he came home with some 
heavier pockets.
What’s interesting about this race 
is the distance. The track is four-
and-a-half miles with jumps added 
in. How does that compare to tracks 
here in the States? Let’s just say that 
it is quite a bit longer than most. It is 
actually common for a horse to liter-
ally run itself to death in the race. 
This year, a horse that had likable 
odds actually pulled up before the 
last lap, collapsed and died.
Let’s move from something that 
happened across the pond to some-
thing that happened just north of 
the border.
Remember when Roger Clemens 
played for the Blue Jays for two sea-
sons under Cito Gaston? The thing 
I remembered most was how goofy 
Clemens looked wearing Blue Jay 
apparel. I won’t bore you with the 
whole back story about Clemens com-
ing to Toronto, him winning two Cy 
Youngs, and Gaston getting canned 
then being rehired 11 years later. 
What is important is what Gaston 
had to say: “To me, he’s not a good 
person” and “He’s an asshole him-
self, a complete asshole. I’d say that 
loud, right in his face. It’s all about 
him, nobody else but him.” Are those 
not some of the best things ever 
said about Roger Clemens outside 
a courtroom? If only there would be 
more people who spoke their mind 
about Clemens. I would love to hear 
more candid comments about ath-
letes because, in my opinion, there 
is nothing better than ridiculing a 
guy in public for being a selfish 
arrogant jerk. God Bless the USA ... 
and Toronto.
To go along these lines, it would 
be great for someone to tell Plaxico 
Burress that he isn’t making quite 
the best case for the “citizen of the 
year” award. Not only did he actu-
ally shoot himself in the leg, but 
he keeps metaphorically shooting 
himself in the foot with all his she-
nanigans. He recently got his fifth 
traffic violation in the last month 
in Florida and thought it would be a 
good idea to excessively speed and 
repeatedly swear at the officer. He’s 
had restraining orders filed against 
him for domestic abuse and has 
had other suits filed against him at 
least nine times since being drafted. 
Apparently, he wasn’t a communica-
tions major while at Michigan State.
Speaking of the Spartans, it was 
sad to see them handled like that in 
the final game of the college basket-
ball season. I was hoping for more 
of a fight from Sparty, but I guess 
the fifth Final Four trip in 11 years 
doesn’t hurt Tom Izzo that much in 
the competition that is recruiting. 
This just means Bo Ryan will con-
tinue to get guys that can’t hit shots 
down the stretch to pull us out of 
some terrible scoring droughts that 
we saw all year.
Until next time, enjoy the begin-
ning of baseball season — Chicago 
comes to town to open Miller Park 
— and playoffs for hoops and puck 
are right around the corner.
ramble on the roof
torrin thatcher
Staff  writer
The Lawrence University men’s 
tennis team began their season in 
early February and got off to a slow 
start. They started with a record of 
1-4, but picked up their play after 
that initial slump. They battled their 
way back to a .500 record at 6-6, 
with quality wins over Concordia 
University (Wis.), MSOE and Hamline 
University. No. 1 singles player Ryan 
Dunn was the anchor for their good 
play.
In every match the Vikings have 
won, Dunn has won both his singles 
and doubles matches. He has had 
three different doubles partners this 
year, including Dan Hertel, Travis 
Fondow and Kazunari Kishida. Dunn 
has an overall record of 11-4 in sin-
gles play and 8-7 record in doubles 
play. Dunn won the conference tour-
nament at the No. 1 spot in singles 
last year and made it to the semifi-
nals at the No. 1 spot for doubles 
with partner Dan Hertel.
It seems that Dunn’s perfor-
mance mirrors that of his team. His 
doubles team has been on a slide 
recently, losing its last four matches, 
and this has resulted in the Vikings 
losing their last four matches overall. 
The most recent match came against 
nationally eighth-ranked Grinnell 
College. Grinnell swept the Vikings 
9-0 to continue Lawrence’s skid.
The Vikings have also lost to 
Luther College, Calvin College and 
the University of Dubuque on their 
recent losing streak. They look to 
get back on track this weekend as 
they face Monmouth Friday followed 
by Illinois Wesleyan and Beloit in a 
doubleheader Saturday.
Men's tennis season underway
Jon Mays
Staff  writer
The men’s basketball team, 
ranked 20th in the country, did not 
go down without a fight as it took 
on the No. 2 ranked team in the 
country, the Bears of Washington 
University, in the first round of the 
division III NCAA tournament on 
February 27. The Vikings fell 67-65, 
which would prove to be the closest 
anyone would come to beating the 
national champ Bears.
The Vikings started out strong 
as they built an 11-point lead in 
the first half; however the Bears 
were able to take the lead 33-36 by 
halftime. The lead continued to shift 
between the two teams until Aaron 
Thompson of Washington University 
hit a three-point basket with 14 sec-
onds left to give the bears a lead of 
two, he finished with 26 points.
Lawrence was led by John 
Dekker who was 5-7 from behind 
the arch and poured on 17 points for 
the Vikings. Seniors Jayce Apelgren 
with 15 points and nine rebounds, 
Ryan Kroeger with 13 points and 
Chris Page with 11 points stepped 
up in their last collegiate game. 
Doug Kadison led Lawrence with six 
assists.
The Vikings, who finish the year 
with a 19-7 record, received a host 
of awards. Leading the way for the 
Vikings as he did all season was 
Kroeger, who finished for the sec-
ond straight year as the Midwest 
Conference Player of the Year and 
earned All-America honors. Kroeger 
was the first Lawrence player to 
post back-to-back player of the year 
awards. Kroeger was also named to 
the All-Midwest Region team by the 
National Association of Basketball 
Coaches and D3hoops.com.
Also joining Kroeger on the 
all-conference team were Page and 
Aplegren, who finished with great 
seasons. The final award was 
given to Coach DePagter — he 
received the Midwest Conference 
Coach of the Year Award.
The end of the season marks 
the end of five great Lawrence 
careers. Kroeger, Kadison, 
Apelgren, Page and BJ Harry are 
graduating after four spectacu-
lar seasons. The five were able 
to win the conference title three 
of their four years at Lawrence, 
which included three tourna-
ment appearances. The Vikings 
were also part of the top-ranked 
team in the country just a couple 
of years ago. A special thanks to 
these five seniors for all of the 
great memories.
Vikings battle National Champions
Matt hoh
Staff  writer
Statistics are courtesy of 
www.lawrence.edu, www.
midwestconference.org and 
are current as of
April 8, 2009.
Photos courtesy of Matt Hoh
(Top) Senior Chris Page takes a shot against Washington U. (Bottom) Senior Doug Kadison 
defends aggressively.
Select an Easter egg to view your 
savings on any Lawrence apparel.
In preparation of our move to the 
Warch Campus Center, all school sup-
plies will be sold at an
amazing 50% off.
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What are the team’s goals for the season? 
What are your personal goals?
Our team’s goals are to play the best 
baseball we possibly can every pitch and to 
make the conference tournament.
My personal goals are to have a perfect 
record as a starting pitcher and to have an 
ERA of less than 1.00. I also want to have an 
on-base percentage of .400 or better.
Under the direction of a new coach, how 
have leadership roles changed or stayed 
the same?
Our leadership has taken a new direction, and our captains have more 
responsibility this year than in years past. We have say in our lineup from 
game to game, what our practice schedule will consist of, and also our pre-
game routines. The captains are responsible to not only lead by example, 
but are also expected to take the opinions of others and construct those in 
ways to bring the whole team together to play as one. In years past we had 
captains, but the assignments then were not clearly defined and it rarely 
had any impact on the season. Overall I think our leadership has made us 
a much more structured program.
What influence have the new freshman players had on the program?
The freshmen this year have already made big contributions to our 
program: some on the mound, others in the field, and a few in the batter’s 
box. Let’s not forget to mention how they have quickly adapted to college 
baseball in their transition from high school to the college level. Leitner 
has helped us in more ways than I think more people outside of our pro-
gram realize. He has brought us not only a solid couple starts this season, 
but he has also given us an opportunity to have a righty/lefty matchup in 
our doubleheader matchups during conference play. This allows for us to 
give our opponents a different look, one being a righty in game one ... and 
then we can start Leitner in game two and it plays tricks on the opposing 
batters’ eyes seeing the pitch come from the other side of the mound. Eric 
Bohling has also stepped up to fill a void in the infield when we have cer-
tain players moving from position to position. We would be one infielder 
short without him, and he has done a great job at third base for us!
Would you rather dominate on the mound or have the game winning 
hit at the plate?
I would rather dominate on the mound, because if I do that then we 
won’t need a game winning hit because we will already be winning at the 
end of the game, Ha! Don’t get me wrong, I would love to hit a game win-
ner or a walk off ... but I enjoy frustrating the opposing team for the entire 
game rather than just in the last moments of the game.
Do you have any superstitions? If so, what are they?
The only superstition I have is when I’m pitching. After every inning 
when I come back to the dugout I have to put on my pullover fleece, take a 
drink of water, and then I sit on the bench and think about the next three 
hitters I have to face in the next inning ... but only briefly because I get into 
what’s going on in the field once we start hitting
athletes of the Week
Frank Forseth: Men's Baseball
How long have you played softball? What 
got you started in the sport?
I think I was probably around 5 when 
I first started playing softball, but at that 
time it was just good to be able to hit the 
ball off a tee and remember which way you 
had to run to get to first base. I don’t really 
remember what got me started in the sport. 
It was probably my dad. Mainly, I remember 
we had a hard time figuring out if I was left 
handed or right handed. I don’t think we ever 
really did because now I throw right handed 
but bat lefty.
How is the team chemistry this season?
I’ve actually been surprised by how good the team chemistry is this 
year. We went into the season with only five returners and everyone else 
was new, but we’ve really melded well into a team.
What is your favorite aspect of softball?
The sunflower seeds. No, I’d probably have to say that my favorite 
aspect of softball has always been defense. I really like the mental aspect 
involved and it just feels great to make a difficult defensive play.
If you could play any other position on the field, what would it be and 
why?
If I could play any other position I’d probably want to try pitching just 
because I’ve never done it. I think the pitcher really gets a different kind 
of experience because it’s such a one-on-one thing with the batter. It’d be 
a new kind of challenge.
What do you hope to accomplish this season?
I’d love to see us make it to the Midwest Conference Tournament this 
year. I think we definitely have the potential to get there.
Jenna Reichel: Women's Softball
by Jeanelle adams
Photo courtesy of Frank Forseth
Photo courtesy of Jenna  Reichel
1. Notre Dame has won the most NCAA tournament games without winning a 
championship.
F:  The team with the most wins and no championship is Illinois, they have 38 wins and 4 final 
fours and one championship appearance all without a championship.
2. The Ohio Valley conference has the longest current drought since its last 
NCAA tournament win.
T:  The last game they won was in 1989 where Middle Tennessee (13 seed) defeated Florida 
State in the first round.
3. Duke was the last team to win the championship and return to the champion-
ship game the next year.
F:  Duke was the last to have back to back wins in 91-92, though Kentucky is last to go to back-
to-back games. The wildcats won in ‘96 and lost in ‘97 to Arizona.
4.  There has been a championship team able to avoid the highest possible seed 
in each round beside the first-round game.
T:  Arkansas won the whole tournament in ‘94 as they only faced the highest possible seed in 
the first round of the tournament.
5. Joakim Noah from Florida holds the record for the most blocks in a single 
tournament.
T:  Joakim Noah from Florida holds the record for the most blocks in a single tournament.
by Matt hoh
What's true in the NCaa
basketball tournament?
The Lawrence baseball team 
started the season down in Florida 
March 22. The players traveled to Fort 
Pierce where they finished with a 3-6 
record under their first-year coach 
from Grinnell, Jason Anderson.
The first four games were 
against Grinnell College, and the 
Vikings spilt 2-2 with wins of 1-0 
and 7-2. The Vikings then battled 
with Carleton, wining 3-1 and losing 
the other two games. The Vikings 
struggled in the final doubleheader 
as they dropped both games to No. 
20 ranked NAIA Northwood.
In more recent action, the Vikings 
traveled to Ripon April 2, where they 
split a doubleheader. In the first 
game, they took a win 4-1 in which 
senior pitcher Frank Forseth pitched 
a phenomenal complete game.
The final meeting of both Ripon 
and Lawrence followed April 4, and 
the Vikings lost both games, includ-
ing the nightcap game in the ninth 
inning.
The Vikings battled in the first 
game, which ended in a score of 11-
8. On the offensive side of things, 
Forseth led the Vikings with three 
hits and two RBIs. Pitching for the 
Vikings were Ben Konetzke, Mike 
Baumann, Matt Frelich and Kevin 
Penza.
The second game of the double-
header started out great for the 
Vikings as they built a 3-1 lead after 
four innings. Helping build the lead 
were Robert Rashid, who scored one 
run off his three hits, and Jordan 
Clark, who drove in two in the bot-
tom of the fourth.
After eight full innings, Ripon 
was able to battle back and tie the 
game at three. The top of the ninth 
was what killed the Vikings, as Ripon 
scored three runs. Wes Otte’s homer 
in the bottom of the inning was 
not enough to overcome the deficit. 
Andy Frelich pitched a full game 
where he faced 38 batters.
The Lawrence baseball team is 
back in action Saturday, April 11 
when the team hosts UW-Fond du 
Lac at noon.
Baseball season now in full swing
Matt hoh
Staff  writer
The Lawrence softball team 
kicked off their 2009 season over 
spring break in Florida. They played 
10 games while down south and 
struggled to have success. They had 
an overall record of two wins with 
eight losses, but it was good prepa-
ration for the conference play that 
will soon follow.
After the Vikings’ trip to Florida, 
they returned to play a doubleheader 
against MSOE April 2. The day ended 
in a sweep for the Lady Vikes over 
the Lady Raiders.
In the first game the Vikings 
hit the ball well. They were led by 
Carli Gurholt who was 4-4 with two 
RBIs and two runs scored. She was 
followed by Emily Perish who went 
3-3 with two runs scored and Alex 
Goodson who was 3-4 with two runs 
scored and 2 RBIs.
The Vikings did not just control 
the game behind the plate, but had 
solid pitching to go along with their 
big bats. Emily Perish pitched seven 
innings giving up only three hits and 
one earned run. The Vikings won the 
first game by a final score of 8-3.
In the second game the Vikings 
kept their bats hot. Eight of the nine 
batters in the lineup had at least one 
hit. The Vikes were led again by Alex 
Goodson who went 3-4 with an RBI. 
She was followed by Jenna Reichel 
who went 2-4 with two runs scored 
and an RBI and Katie Simonson who 
was 2-3 with a run and an RBI.
Once again, the Vikes had some 
solid pitching to go along with a 
productive offence. Meredith Foshag 
pitched seven innings, giving up only 
one earned run with two strike outs. 
The Vikings completed the sweep of 
MSOE taking the second game 7-2.
The Lady Vikes next opened up 
conference play with a doubleheader 
against Beloit. The first game saw 
the Vikes play the same way they 
had against MSOE. They hit well with 
Alex Goodson going 1-3 with a run 
and an RBI. Meredith Foshag and 
Lara Wasserman each went 1-2 with 
two RBIs. The Vikes were decent 
behind the plate, but at the mound 
Emily Perish dominated.
She pitched five shut-out innings 
giving up only three hits and strik-
ing out three. Perish’s performance 
earned her the title of MWC player 
of the week for softball. The Vikings 
crushed Beloit in the first game 8-0. 
Unfortunately the Vikings could not 
complete the sweep. Perish’s domi-
nance in the first game was matched 
by Beloit’s pitcher in the second 
game. The Vikings were only able 
to produce three hits and scored no 
runs. The Vikes split with Beloit, los-
ing the second game 3-0.
Though they did not get the 
sweep, this is still a good start to 
the season for the Vikes. They have 
shown that they can pitch and swing 
the bat well.
Look for the Lady Vikes to be 
back in action April 14 against St. 
Norbert and April 16 against UW-
Whitewater.
Softball bats start season hot
tristan Lipe
Staff  writer
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1. “You Are My Sunshine,” Pete 
Seeger
This is one of the first songs 
I ever knew. My mom sang 
it to me almost every morn-
ing, sometimes to my dismay. 
Nevertheless, it always makes 
me smile. Plus, telling someone 
that he or she is your sunshine 
is one of the nicest things you 
can say!
2. “The Revolution Stars Now,” 
Steve Earle
Lots of musicians complain 
about the state of the world, 
but this song is really positive! I 
like music with a purpose, and 
this certainly can cheer people 
up and motivate them.
3. “I Don’t Want to Get Over 
You,” The Magnetic Fields
This song is No. 1 on my 
Top 25 Most Played list because 
I absolutely love Stephin 
Merritt’s voice in this song. It is 
one of those songs I can listen 
to in any mood and appreciate 
different things about it.
4. “Aaron’s Party (Come Get 
It),” Aaron Carter
As the senior class vice 
president, you plan a lot of 
parties (200 days, 100 days, 50 
days, etc.). This song not only 
presents a pretty good model of 
what NOT to do, but I also often 
wonder whatever happened to 
Aaron Carter. Besides, I thought 
I might be the first (and only) 
person to mention him here.
5. “Peaches,” The Presidents of 
the United States of America 
If you host a senior class 
event, you can choose to eat 
peaches at it.
6. “Round Here (live),” 
Counting Crows
I especially like the live 
version of this song on their 
“Across a Wire” album because 
the song builds perfectly and 
Adam Duritz (the lead singer) 
expresses the poetic lyrics beau-
tifully.
7. “Money Maker,” Ludacris 
feat. Pharrell
“Money Maker” is the first 
single from Ludacris’s album 
“Release Therapy.” The recur-
ring line, “Shake your money 
maker,” is an accurate descrip-
tion of the senior class agent’s 
job duties.
8. “Money in the Bank,” 
Lil’Scrappy feat. Young Buck
For those of you who really 
want to get your giving-back-to-
the-Lawrence-Fund groove on, 
there’s also a sweet remix of 
this song by DJ Nasty.
Senior Class Officers
600 W. College
920-749-1111
NO COUPON 
NECESSARY 
OPEN 'TIL 3AM
FREE DELIVERY
LU STUDENT
DISCOUNT:
$3.00 off a
16" pizza
$1.00 off 
any pizza
What’s on your ipod?
